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grandeur of its own. It was against this principle, which he
regarded as another expression of the general spirit of
tyranny, that exhibited Itself in the domestic legislation
of 1794, that Fox fought with the vehemence he displayed
In combating the force of reaction In other fields, It was
the object of his several motions from 1792 to 1797, to
establish the principle that the form of government In France
should not be an obstacle to peace. The importance he
attached to this principle has been shown In a previous
chapter, but it Is worth while to reproduce two extracts from
his speeches.
" In his mind, a war against opinions was in no one
Instance, and could not be, either just or pardonable. A
war of self-defence against acts he could understand, he
could explain, and he could justify; but no war against
opinions could be supported by reason or by justice : it was
drawing the sword of the inquisition. How could we blame
all those abominable acts of bloodshed and torture, which
had been committed from time to time under the specious
name of religion, when we ourselves had the presumption to
wage a similar war? Who would say, that all the blood that
had been spilt from the fury of religious enthusiasm, might
not have been made to flow from the pure but misguided
motive of correcting opinions, when we ourselves thus dared
to dip our hands in the blood of our fellow-creatures, on
the mere pretext of correcting the errors of opinion ? We
must change all the doctrines that we had been taught
to cherish about religious persecution and intolerance;
we must begin to venerate the authors of the holy
inquisition, and consider them as pious and pure men, who
committed their murders for the beneficent purpose of
correcting the heresies, which they considered as so abomin-
able, and restoring the blessings of what they conceived
to be the only true system of Christianity. In the same
manner, the present war against opinions was to be entitled
to our esteem, and its authors to be venerated for their
morality. In this war they also were great conquerors;